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A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF ELIJAH. 


LIJAH is a favourite of the Mahometans, and the Per- 

fians fay that Zoroafter was his difciple. In the Old 
Teftament he is abruptly introduced by the hiftorian. As in 
the cafe of Melchizedeck, we are not told who was his father 
or mother, or when was the beginning of his days. Hence, 
fome of the Jewifh doctors thought him an angel from heaven. 
But he is declared in Scripture tobe “a man,” a man fubject 
to the fame paflions as we are. 

Examples are more convincing and impreflive that precepts ; 
hence the lives of good men prefent as the moft profitable in- 
ftruction. Things are more affecting, than a narrative of things. 
Goodnefs in real life is more affecting, than the moft florid de- 
{cription of goodnefs. ‘The defcription of a poem, its harmony 
of numbers, its epifodes, and enchanting pictures, would be 
pleafant; but were the perfon actually to read a poem, Para- 
dife Loft or Regained, the Conqueft of Canaan, the AZnead or 
Iliad, how different would be their fenfations. Were a man to 
defcribe an oration or fermon, its ferious thoughts, its evangeli- 
cal dottrines, its perfpicuous ftyle, and {plendid figures, the ac- 
count would be interefting ; but how differently would the 
fame perfon be affected by hearing an eloqtient preacher, who, 
penetrated with his fubje&, feeling the precioufnefs of truth, 
prefented the worth of fouls, the terrors of judgment, and 


folemnity of a future ftate, before the awakened confciences of 
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his trembling hearers. So are we affected ina different man- 
ner by a defcription of religion, and a view of that holy proph- 
et, who never tafted death, left the world in a cloud of glo- 
ry, afcended to heaven in a chariot of fire. This man, fo 
elevated in goodnefs, was fubject to the fame paffions with us ; 
inherited the fame corrupt nature ; was diftrefled with the fame 
wicked affections ; furrounded with the fame alluring tempta- 
tions, yet by his fuperior refolution, felf denial, and perfever- 
ance, he roie to fuch diftinguifhed rank among the friends of 
God. Let.us examine this remarkable charaéter. His faith 
was remarkable. He was animated with the faith, which ts 
the fubitance of things hoped for; that brings future things in- 
to prefent view. Faith gives body and form to things invilibie : 
things, which are ideal and {peculative to others, to believers 
become realities. ‘They anticipate what is remote, bring it 
home to the prefent place and moment ;_ before time expires 
enjoy the glories of eternity, and while on earth experience the 
blifs of heaven. Elijah was full of the faith, which is the “evi- 
denice of things not feen.”” The views and feelings of faith are 
evidence themfelves. The man of faith has a witnefs in him- 
felf. He confiders the promife of God, and the fulfilment, as 
virtually the fame. He thinks, feels, and acts in view of the 
promife, as if he actually faw its accomplifhment. Therefore 
this man of faith dared openly to proclaim, that no rain fhould 
water the land, till he prayed for the bleffiag ; that the heav- 
ens fhould. be brafs, or fluices of water at his word. God had 
fixed the impreflion on his heart, had whifpered the. fact in his 
hearing ; he believed ;. he fpoke. . He dared to hazard his 
reputation for truth; his fincerity as a man of God; his dig- 
nity as a.prophet, on this fingle fa@, on this exercife of faith. 
On the fame principle he promifed the widow of Zarephath 
that her oil and her flour fhould not fail. Had not his en- 
gagement been realized, fhame and reproaches mult he have 
endured. Moved by faith, he requefts death to refign its prey, 
and the grave its victory; “ Let this child’s foul come into 
him again.” By faith he commands fire from heaven to de- 
{troy captains and their companies; by faith he enters a contelt 
with tour hundred and fifty prophets of Baal. He ridicules 
their idolatrous cries; be infults their folly ; he. {ports with 
their vexation. “ Your god is a mighty being, but he is on a 
journey, or talking, or fleeping ; cry louder, louder {till.”’ 

His own fervice begins ; all is ferious as eternity. He re- 
pairs the altar of Jehovah; he lays the wood in order; he 
prays for fire ; the fire blazes, confumes the facrifice, the wood, 
and the ftones of the altar, to fhow, that although for fpecial rea- 
fons God accepted this facrifice, yet Jerufalem was the place of 
his altars; in every other place fhould they be deflroyed. He 
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now rifes terrible, as an angel of deftruction; he deflroys all 
the falfe prophets. "We might have mentioned his faith on the 
banks of the Cherith, a branch of the Jordan, trufling the birds 
to fupply his food. . 

His faithfulnefs as a prophet and teacher deferves notice. 
He boldly fays to Ahab, * You and your father’s houfe have 
troubled Ifrael ;” you have brought judgments on the nation. 
What teacher dares fo addrefs an impious governor or prefi- 
dent, who like Ahab is poifoned with infidelity ? At another 
time meeting the prophet, Ahab cries, “ Haft thou found me, 
oh mine enemy ?” Impious men generally think faithful min- 
ifters their enemies; a proof that enmity burns in their own 
hearts. Elijah replied, “1 4ave found thee :....becaufe thou 
haft fold thyfelf to work evil in the fight ot the Lord ; behold 
J will Dring evil upon thee, and will take away thy pofterity. 
The dogs fhall eat thy wife by the wall of Jezreel; all thy 
family, who die in the city; fhall be eaten by dogs ; thofe, who 
die in the country, fhall be devoured by the fowls.”” The ruler of 
Samaria experiences his moft faithful rebuke. He had fall- 
en from a window, and dangeroufly wounded himfelf; he 
fent meflengers to the heathen oracle at Ekron to inquire 
whether he fhould recover ; ; he does not, like Balak, fend for a 
high prieft of infidelity, promifing ‘to promote him to very 
great honour ;” he does not invite him to come and “ continue 
his ufeful labours, and receive the gratitude of nations ;’”’ but 
is modeftly content to receive a meflage from the temple of his 
idol. Yet, unexpectedly, he receives an awful admonition 
from Elijah. “ Is it not becaufe there is not a God in Ifrael, 
that ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? Now, 
therefore, thus faith the Lord, thou fhalt not come down from 
that bed; thou fhalt furely die.” Thou halt treated the re- 
Jigion of thy country with contempt; thou haft rejected the 
God of thy fathers; thou halt joined with them, who believe 
in “no god” or many “ gods ;” ‘dilicdliis thou fhalt furely die. 
Such freedom in thefe degenerate days would be afcribed to 
party views ; but the more elevated was the offender, the more 
fevere in his reproofs was this man of God. 

Elijah was a man of remarkable prayer. He prays that the 
dead child may live, and it aren He prays that it may not 
rain on fuch a wicked people, who fuffer themfelves to be di- 
rected by fuch wicked rulers, and it does not rain. He prays 
that it may rain, and it does rain. He prays that fire may con- 
fume captains and their companies, and they are confumed, 

For his glowing zeal in duty na ih was diftinguifhed. Noth- 
ing of what fome men call moderation, and the wife calcula- 
tions of prudence, was to be found in his condué&. He did not 
decide by vete of his friends what fhould be right or wrong, 
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He did not fay, the voice of the people is the voige of God. 
He did not fay, it is prudent for me to be filent; people and 
rulers are on the fide of infidelity ; the falfe prophets are eight 
hundred and fifty ; they are a vaft majority ; my faithfulnefs 
will only provoke oppofition, and do no good ; I fhall lofe my 
people, and make many enemies.” Such a ftyle he never 
adopted ; fuch reafoning he did not underftand; on fucha plan 
he never acted ; he difdained fuch a courfe. Had he purfued 
this fupple, accommodating, worldly fyftem, and had God fa- 
voured his unfaithfulnefs, longer might Ahab and Jezebel have 
murdered the faints, the altars of Baal fmoking with facrifi- 
ces, Ifrael proftrate in his temples, the world covered with pa- 
gan darknefs. 

But this prophet feems capable of fudden and violent changes 
of mind. He, who had himfelf feemed to be the flaming 
{word of the Almighty ; he, who had commanded the hea- 
vens, obedient to his voice ; who had carried terror, difmay, 
and death into the camp of paganifm; who had drowned the 
altars of Baal in the blood of his, prophets ; who had begun a 
glorious work of God among his people; who had juft been 
delighted with the ravifhing founds, “ The Lord, he is the 
God; the Lord, he is the God ;”? this man, who had bid defi- 
ance to all the powers of infidelity, people and rulers, captains, 
governors, and prefidents; when only threatened by a mali- 
cious woman, flies from Canaan to Arabia, from Carmel to 
Nebo. There he conceals himfelf in a cave, as if he were fill 
afraid of his purfuers. In the language of defpondency he 
pours out his heart to God, “The children of Ifrael have for- 
faken thy covenant, thrown down thy altars, and flain thy 
prophets ; I, I alone am left, and they feek my life to take it 
away.” What meaneth this language, oh thou man of God ? 
why doft not thou fay, “ Idolatry has received a deadly blow; 
I have thrown down her altars, flain her prophets, and begun 
a glorious reformation in Ifrael. The people are zealous in 
religion ; their general cry is, “ The Lord, he is the God ; the 
Lord, he is the God.” Probably feven thoufand people have 
not defiled themfelves with idolatry ; oh my God, it is a day 
of good things in thine Ifrae}.”’ 

Humility was a confpicuous trait of character in our prophet. 
Probably God had given him fome intimations, that he fhould 
not fee death, that he fhould enjoy the privilege, not granted 
the divine Redeemer, to afcend to glory without fuffering the 
agonies of death. Yet he requefted for himfelf that he might 
die, and faid, “* Oh Lord, take away my life, for I am not bet- 
ter than my fathers.” I deferve not a tranflation to glory. 

The prophet Elijah was a /fuccefsful man. In the whole 
courfe of his life he was highly favoured of Providence. What 
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the Roman orator required in a perfect general, fuccefs, was 
confpicuous in this man of God. It may be faid this was for- 
eign to himfelf ; it was not his excellence, but the grace 
of God. Courage, and zeal, and faithfulnefs, are the gift of 
God. Succefs, therefore, may be a diftin& feature of charac- 
ter, as courage or zeal. Elijah was fuccefsful. Ahab, after 
hunting him in every nation, dared not touch a hair of his 
head ; the prophets of Baal refifted not his authority ; Jezebel, 
though in a fury of paflion, permits him to leave the kingdom. 

Reviewing thefe remarks, we are led to reflec, that fome 
fhades cloud the brighteft human character. Elijah was once 
frightened from his duty; Peter once denied his Lord, and 
Mofes fpoke unadvifedly. Let not the children of God, who 
have once prefumptuoufly offended their Maker, defpair of his 
grace. By repentance and reformation, like the fun, buriting 
from a dark cloud, you may fhine with new glory ; you may 
give a milder light, and fhed more falutary beams, till you 
pafs the horizon of death. Elijah fhamefully offended once ; 
yet bidding adieu to the affemblies of earth, inftead of feeding 
the worms and mouldering to duft, under the clods of the val- 
ley, he rifes ; he foars; he reaches the New Jerufalem ; he en- 
ters the temple of the living God. 

In the life of Elijah is an example of what we may be. His 
virtues may be ours. He was a man of like paflions with us. 
He was opprefled with the fame appetites, agitated with the 
fame defires, led altray by the fame paffions. Like him may 
we pray; like him may we believe; like him may we be 
faithful; like him, courageous for God, and like him humble 
for our fins. Our felicity in time and eternity call upon us to 
imitate the example of Elijah. His devotion gave him joyful 
communion with God, procured him fafety and glory. His 
faith performed wonders; it gave dignity to his appearance, 
and authority to his words. Ahab trembled in his prefence 
and obeyed his orders; the falfe prophets dared not objeé, 
' and the people anfwered him not a word. His faithfulnefs 
made God his friend, and Providence his guide ; he efcapes 
the arrows of death, and in cheerful health enters the kingdom 
of glory. Imitate his example, kind reader, and his advan- 
tages are yours; for though you fhould die like others, yet 
death would lofe his fting and the grave his victory, and you 
might exclaim, “ Come Lord Jefus, come quickly.” Amen. 


EUSEBIUS. 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF MR. FREY, 
A CONVERTED JEW, 
AND A PREACHER OF THE GOSPEL TO THE JEWS. 


MR. Frey, whofe original name was Jofeph Samuel, de- 
fcended from Jewifh parents, and was born at Mainftockheim, 
near Kitzingen in Franconia, a province of Germany, Septem- 
ber 21, 1771. His father is a refpectable Rabbi, of eminent 
devotion, wholly retired from the world, giving up himfelf en- 
tirely to the ftudy of the Jewith religion. The children were 
educated ftriétly according to the law of Mofes, and the injunc- 
tions of the Talmud ; and partook, in a large degree, of thofe 
prejudices againft Chriftianity which are common to the. Jews, 
and which were increafed by the jealoufy of their mother, 
whofe brother had embraced the religion of Jefus at Straf- 
burgh. 

Mr. Frey and his four brothers being intended to become 
teachers of the Jewifh religion, were carefully inftructed in its 
principles. At fix years of age Mr. Frey could perfectly read 
the five books of Mofes in Hebrew; and at thirteen was 
admitted into the congregation. He was then called upon to 
determine whether he would devote himfelf to ftudy or to 
trade. He chofe the former; and having purfued his ftudies 
till his nineteenth year, became a teacher in private families 5 
in which ftation he continued about three years. 

At the clofe of this period, his mother, who conduéted the 
trade by which the family was fupported, had occafion for his 
help in the bufinefs, and called him home; but her profpects 
not being realized, he again left his father’s houfe, at the expi- 
ration of fix months, and returned to the country of Hefle, 
where he had before lived as a teacher. His father, who ac- 
companied him a little way out of town, took leave of him in 
the moft affe&ionate and devout manner, and, laying his hands 
upon his head, faid, “The Angel of the Covenant be with 
thee!” which words made a powerful impreflion on his mind, 
and have been happily accomplifhed in his experience. 

When he returned to Heffe, he could obtain no employ- 
ment; molt of the Jews there, being tin@ured with infidelity, 
had no relifh for religious inttruction. He therefore continued 
his journey, through, Welftphalia, to Hanover, till, after various 
difappointments, he came to Hamburgh and Altona. Having 
continued fome time in the latter place, all hopes of being eme 
ployed as a teacher vanifhed ; and having ftruggled with a va- 
riety of embarraflments, he at length met with a Jew, who, in 
a very plaufible manner, affured him he could procure for 
him, m a family at Schwerin, jut fuch a fituation as he want- 
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ed. Mr. Frey was induced to part with five dollars for this 
purpofe. But, alas, when he arrived at the place, he found he 
had been completely fwindled out of his money. 

‘In his journey to the latter place, he travelled with a Jewifl 
ftudent and a merchant’s clerk. ‘The latter, who was a Chrif- 
tian, obferving his fcrupulous attention to the Jaw of Mofes, 
conformably to which he {carcely touched any thing but bread 
and water, while his brother ftudent, who was a profefled infi- 
del, made free with every thitig, faid to him, “I am forry to fee 
you ftill {triving to keep a law which has expired long ago;’ 
which he confirmed by Jer. xxxi. 31, &c. Thefe words great- 
ly affected him; and foon after the thought of becoming a 
Chriftian firft occurred to his mind, for till now, the very 
name of a Chriftian was an abomination to him. This idea 
firft ftruck him on the Sabbath day,—when he took up his pen, 
and wrote a letter to the clerk befgre mentioned, laying open 
his fituation, and offering to accompany him to Berlin, and 
diligently to inquire into the truth of Chriftianity. Having 
finifhed this letter, he lighted a candle and fealed it with wax. 

A few hours ‘after, his confcience feverely fmote him for 
this violation of the Mofaic law, which forbids lighting a fire 
on the Sabbath .( Exodus xxxv. 3.) and for which crime the 
Talmud inflicts the punifhment of a forty days’ falt. His con- 
{cience was now alarmed, and remonftrating againft this his firkt 
wilful tranfgreflion, as he conceived, of the law, told him he 
Was no longer a Jew. His feelings were indeicribable; and 
he knew by painful experience the force of thofe words, st; 
wounded fpirit who can bear?’ He now anticipated the pain- 
ful confequences of this breach of the law, if he continued a 
Jew ; and his inclination to become a Chriftian every moment 
acquired additional] ftrength. 

Finding to his great mortification, ‘that his Chriftian friend 
had left the town for Roftock, he fet out the next morning for 
that place, earneftly hoping to find him there ; but was difap- 
pointed. He applied, however, to the principal minifter of the 
town, exprefling his defire to be initructed in Chriftian princi- 
ples; but after feveral converfations, he was advifed firlt to go 
to three other towns, where, if he was not received, he might re- 
turn to Roftock, and be admitted there. This was intended as a 
trial of his fincerity. He then proceeded to Wifmar, a feaport 
belonging to Sweden, where the fuperintendant, Mr. Haupt, 
offered to-inftrué& him in Chriftianity ; he alfo procured for 
him a fituation at a fhoemaker’s, with whom he agreed to learn 
his bufinefs. Here he continued eighteen months, when his 
mafter gave up his trade; and Mr. Frey being obliged to re- 
move, ferved eighteen months longer to another matter at 
New 
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New Brandenburg, in Mecklenburg Strelitz. Here alfo he re- 
ceived further inftruction from the Rev. Mr. R. Kortim. 

On the 8th of May, 1798, he was publicly baptized, and re- 
ceived a member of the Chriftian Church. It is the cuftom in 
Germany, when a Jew is baptized, that he fhould have feveral 
God-fathers, who generally make him prefents ; but Mr. Frey 
declined this, left he fhould be thought to have become a Chrif- 
tian for worldly gain. 

It.is alfo a cuftom for a converted Jew to receive a new 
name at his baptifm: accordingly, at the time of Mr. Frey’s 
baptifm, the minifter having preached from John viii. 32. “ Ye 
fhall know the truth, and the truth fhall make you free,” gave 
him the name of Chriftian Frederic Frey.* 

Thus did Mr. Frey become a Chriftian outwardly, being con- 
vinced in his judgment of the truth of Chriftianity ; but in a 
great meafure unacquainted with the power of it on his heart. 

The means by which the Spirit of God was pleafed to effe& 
this great work deferve particular notice. He had occafion to 
call at a fhop to purchafe a trifling article; when the tradef- 
man (Mr. Michaelis) finding that he was a Jew, but new Dap 
tized, faid, ‘“‘ I have been reading the life of Solomon Duitch, 
a converted Jew; I heartily wifh you may turn out fuch a 
Chriftian as he was. - But how do you live now ?” Mr. Frey 
frankly told him how vainly he fpent part of the Lord’s days, 
in worldly company, &c. when Mr. Michaelis affectionately 
advifed him to call next day (Sunday) at a Mr. Thorman’s, 
Where feveral Chriftian friends met in the evening for religious 
exercifes, with whom he might form an acquaintance for his 
edification. This he promifed to do. 

Next morning he went to church, when the minifter con- 
firmed a number of ché@dren, and, in the courfe of his exhorta- 
tion, faid, “ As I fear fome of you may be tempted to return 
into the broad way of deftruétion, let me give you this word of 
Job on your journey, My righteou/nefs I hold faft, and will not let 
it go: My heart fhall not reproach me as long as I live. Job xxxvii. 
6. Dear children, confider at the clofe of every day, whether 
your heart does not reproach you,” &c. Thefe words proved 
as 2 hammer to break his heart in pieces. His confeience be- 

an to reproach him for a thoufand offences, and he faw that 
fe had broken his double covenant as a Jew, at bis circumcif- 
ion, and at his confirmation in his thirteenth year; and alfo 
his baptifmal covenant when he joined the Chriftians. In 
fhort, he was now made acquainted with the fpirituality of the 


law, and his foul was filled with all the terrors of Sinai. He 
haltened 


* Frey is the German name for Free, and is pronounced in the same 
manner. 
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haftened home, wept, and prayed, “God be merciful to me a 
finner.” , sca 

At five inthe afternoon he went to Mr. Thorman’s, oppreff- 
ed with flame’ and fear, and was received by the Chriftian 
bréthren’ in ‘the moft friendly manrer: He returned to his 
clofet, and poured out his heart before the Lord. In the 
morning he opened his Bible, and met with thofe cheering 
Words, “ This is a faithful faying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that jefus Chrilt came into the world to fave finners, of 
whom I am the chief.” Thefe words filled him with joy, fo that 
hé could not proceed, but continued repeating the latter part, 
“to fave finners, of whom I ami the chief.” From that time 
he'clearly faw the way of falvation, and was enabled to re- 
joice in hope. 
He-was now browtght, as it were, into a new world, and read- 
ing his Bible with other eyes than before, found great delight 
in the company before mentioned, and at once gave up his car- 
nal amufements, {pending every evening in reading the Scrip- 
tures and evangelical treatifes. Among others, the Bafil Pub- 
lications, containing miffionary intelligence from England, &c. 
attracted his particular notice, and he felt a ftrong inclination 
to devote himfelf to the fervice of his Saviour among the 
heathen. . | 

Some time after this he removed to Berlin, and worked 
about a year and a half at his trade. “Here he frequented the 
meetings of the United Brethren, and derived much advantage 
from their preaching and converfation. His miffionary zeal 
acquired increafing vigour; and he was at length admitted in- 
to their miffionary feminary at Berlin, under the care of the 
Rev. Mr. Jaenicke, who fpared no labour to inftrué him and 
the other {tudents in the leading dofrines of the gofpel. 3 

From herfce he was called by the” Miffionary Society to 
come over to London, together with Mr. Palm and Mr. UI- 
bricht, to be employed as an affiftant to Dr. Vanderkemp, in 
South Africa. In September, 1801, he arrived in England, 
together with Mr. Palm, who has fince failed to Columbo, and 
Mr. Ulbricht, who has gone to South Africa. 
_ After his arrival, the Directors of the Society, confidering 
that, being a converted. Jew, he might probably become a fuit- 
able perfon to preach the gofpel to his brethren, determined on 
his ftaying in England ; but being totally unacquainted with 
our language, he was fent to Gofport, where he continued up- 
wards of three years under the care of the Rev. Mr, Boga 
made confiderable advances in the ftudy of divine triah aol 
acquired fuch a knowledge of the Englifh tongue, as to be able 
to preach fluently and°a¢ceptably to crowded audiences in the. 
metropolis and its vicinity. 
No. 5. Vol. IV. x For 
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For fome months paft, Mr. Frey has devoted his labours 
principally to his Jewifh brethren, to whom he delivers a lec- 
ture every Saturday evening. For feveral weeks, a great num- 
ber of Jews attended, and fome of them with much ferioufneds, 
while many of the lower fort, who remained in the ftreet, ex- 
preffed their contempt and malice in a very riotous and dif- 
gait} manner. In confequence, however, of a prohibition 
rom the leading Jews, few comparatively have lately appeared 

in the chapel. Yet a fcore or two ftill attend ; and féveral in- 
dividuals come to his lodgings, and unite in focial prayer. 
Among thete, there is reafon to hope that fome are under feri- 
ous impreflions, and will prove “ Ifraelites indeed.” 
_ What the future deftination of Mr. Frey may be, we cannot 
fay. Ifa church of converted Jews can be forn:ed in London, 
Mr. Frey will probably become their paftor; and we may 
hope that in fuch a cafe other Jews will, from time to time, 
be induced to join them. Mr. Frey will alfo, we are informed, 
make excurfions into different parts of England, and perhaps to 
the continent, efpecially where any confiderable number of 
Jews refide, and declare to them alfo the goipel of Mefliah. 
Whatever his future engagements may be, every Chriftian 
reader will rejoice with us in the difplay of divine grace in his 
converfion, and pray that he may be made the honoured in- 
ftrument of “ turning away ungodlinefs from Jacob.”’ 

We are happy to be able to gratify our readers,, in prefent- 
ing to them this very flight fketch of Mr. Frey’s life: but we 
fhall be happier ftill in announcing-a more full and particular _ 
narrative, which we underftand is in contemplation to be pub- 
lifhed under the fanétion of the Miflionary Society, and which, 
we doubt not, will be eagerly read by Chriftians of every de- 
fcription. Evangelical Magazine. 








Religious Communications. 


THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


(Concluded from page 138.) 


T° prepare the way for the Meffiah, John was regularly 
5° | ‘to introduce him, by baptifm, into his facerdotal or 
prieftly office. és 

Chrift was the great antitype of the Aaronic priefthood. 
The facrifices, offered by the priefts, according to, the Leviticak 


law} 
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law, and efpecially the atonement, or propitiation, made once 
every year, by the high prieft, had typical reference to him, 
the prieft and.the facrifice, who was to offer himfelf, once in 
the end of the world, without {pot, to God. Though ordain- 
ed a prielt forever, after the order of Melchizedeck, yet as he was 
the antitype of the Levitical priehhood ; as he was to be a 
minifler of the circumcifion, for the truth of God to confirm the prom- 
ifes made unto the fathers ;* ashe-was born, and was to perform 
his miniftry, under the Leyitical law; it was. clearly neceflary, 
that he fhould conform to the regulations and fubmit to the or- 
dinances of that difpenfation. . 

But under the Levitical law, ,the priefis, when introduced 
into their office, were to be wathed, or baptized, with water. nd 
Mofes faid unto the congregation, this is the thing, which the Lord 
commanded to be done. And Mofes brought Aaron and bis fons, and 
wafbed, or baptized them wth water. As Aaron and his fons, 
at the time of their inauguration, were wafhed, or baptized, 
with water ; fo it behoved Chrait, their great antitype, and the 
high prieft of our falvation, to fubmit to the. fame inaugural 
rite. This was one principal purpofe for which John was 
fent. — 

John hada fpecial commiflion to;prepare the way for the 
Mefiah, or to do.all which was neceflary to be done, in order 
to his regular intredudtion into;his high and augult office. Ac- 
cordingly, when Chrift faid to John, Suffer at to be fo now, for 
thus it becameth us to fulfil all righteoufne/s 3{ as foon as John was 
made to.underftand that, though the Mefliah could not be a 
proper fubject for the baptifm of repentance, it was, neverthe- 
lefs, neceflary, that he fhould be induéted into, the high prieft- 
hood by the wafhing,of water, as well as.-by an holy anointing, 
he immediately complied, and performed the facred fervice. 
Afterwards John teftified of Chrift, and faid, This ishe of whom 
I faid, after me cometh a man, who is preferred before me, for he was 
before me. And I knew him not; but that he foould:be made manifeft 
to Lfrael, or might be regularly troduced into his public office, 
therefore am I come baptizing with qvater.§ .One principal pur- 
pofe, then, for which John was fent, and for which he was com- 
miflioned to baptize, was, that~he might folemnly confecrate 
the Mefliah to his prieftly office, and thus prepare the way for 
his regular entrance upon his public miniftry. 

As it was not until they were about thirty years old, that 
the priefts, under the Levitical law, were to enter upon their 
miniftry ; fo it was not uatil he was about thirty years old, 
that the Mefhah was confecrated by John to the facred office. 
And as Aaron, at the time of his inauguration, after he was 
baptized with water, was publicly anointed with the holy 

anointing 
*-Rom. xv. 8. ¢ Lev. viii. 5,6. $ Mat. ii. 15. § Johni. 30, 31. 
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anointing oil ; fo Chrift, the great apoftle and high prieft of 

our profeffion, immediately upon his baptifm, ‘received, in the 

moft public manner, an union of the Holy One, of which the 

anointing with oil was an appointed emblem and prefiguration. 

Thus regularly and folemnly was he introduced into his au- 

gut and facred office, as high prieft forever over the whole 
oufe of God. 

6. The laft thing to be done by John, to prepare the way 
for the Meffiah, was diftinély to point him out to the people, 
and bear witnefs to him, that he was indeed the true Mefliah. 

The proof of the Meffiahthip of Jefus is various indeed, and 

abundant. The numerous prophecies in him fulfilled, the cir- 
cumfltances which attended his birth, and his entrance upon his 
public miniftry, the miraculous works which he wrought, the 
doétrine which he preached, the purity of his life, and the 
manner and circumftances of his death and refurreétion, all 
unite to proclaim him both Lord and Chrift. Neverthelefs, it 
feemed good to Infinite Wifdom to appoint one, whofe duty it 
fhould be, formally to announce the Meffiah, at the time of 
his manifeftation to Ifrael, and bear witnefs to him. This fer- 
vice, therefore, as well as the other parts of his duty as. the 
harbinger of the Lord, it behoved John to perform. Accord- 
ingly, toon after his public inauguration, Fohn fecth Fefus coming 
unto him, and faith, Behold the Lamb-of God, which taketh away ihe 
fins of the world.—And Fohn bare record, faying, I faw the Spirit 
defcending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. And I 
knew him not; but he that fent me to baptixe with water, the fame faid 
unto me, Upon whom thou fhalt fee the Spirit defcending, and remain- 
ing on him, the fame is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghof. 
Anpv I saw AND BARE RECORD, THAT THIS 18 THE SON OF 
Gop.* 

Such were ihe important purpofes of John’s miffion; and 
thus did he prepare the way for the Meffiah. 

A few obvious deductions will now be fuggefted. 

1. The Chriftian church is but the continuation of the Jew- 
ith, under another difpenfation. 

At the coming of the Meffiah, the ancient church of God 
was, indeed, terribly fhaken, and by far the greater part of its 
nominal members were utterly caft off. The church, howev- 
er, was not abolifhed. The Lord ftill remembered his cove- 
nant, and, of the defcendants ef Abraham his friend, ftill re- 
ferved to himfelf a people anda church. And what is partic- 
ularly to be noted in this connexion: is, that a very principal 
. purpofe of John’s miflion and miniftry was to promote 4 refor- 
mation in the Jewifh church, and to prepare the fourd part of 
it to abide, without diffolution, the tremendous fhock, which 

was 
* John i. SO—S4. 
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was about to take place. He was fent to turn many of the 
children of Ifrael unto the Lord their God. He was fent in 
the fpirit and power of Elias to turn the hearts of the fathers 
unto the children, and the difobedient unto the wifdom of the 
juft; and thus to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord. He was fent as a prophet of the Highett, by his minit- 
try and baptifm, to confirm the covenant with many, and_ thus 
to prepare the way for a new difpenfation, and for the acceflion 
to the church of the Gentile nations. Such was the faithful- 
nefs of God, and fo fpecial were the means, which ke was 
pleafed to employ, to .preferve his church from diffolution, in 
the day. when the heavens and the earth were fhaken,,and to 
prepare her to arife and fhine, that the Gentiles might come to 
her light, and kings to the brightnefs of her rifing. ’ 

2. The Chriftian difpenfation did not commence, till after 
the refurrection of Chritt. 

John was fent to prepare the way for Chrift and his new 
difpenfation. He proclaimed, that the kingdom of heaven, or 
the evangelical reign of Chrift, was near at hand; not that it 
was already come. He wasa prophet and a minifter under 
the Mofaic law, and during his whole miniftry all the inftitu- 
tions of that law remained in full force. Even Chrift himfelf 
was a minifter of the cireumcifion for the truth of God, to 
confirm the promifes made unto the fathers. Chrift himfelf 
obferved, and enjoined upon others to obferve, the facred rites 
of the ancient difpenfation. It was not until the clofe of the 
Jaft prophetic week, that he caufed the facrifice and the obia- 
tion to ceafe ; and blotting out the hand writing of ordinances, 
took it away, and nailed it to his crofs. And why, indeed, 
fhould the facrifice and the oblation ceafe, before the great 
facrifice and. oblation, to which they had typical refpect, were 
actually made? As it was at the time of his death upon the 
crofs, when the veil of the temple was rent in twain fromthe 
top to the bottom, that the Meffiah caufed the facrifice and the 
oblation to ceafe, and took away the hand writing of the Mo- 
faic law; fo when he afcended up on high, leading captivity 
captive, he received gifts for men, even for the rebellious, that 
the Lord God might dwell among them. It was then, when 
he had by himfelf purged our fins, that he fat down on_the 
right hand of the Majefty on high, and his evangelical reign, 
or the kingdom of heaven, commenced. It was then that the 
Chriitian difpenfation was introduced.* 


3.. Lhe 


* The bexinning of the gospel of Sesus Christ the Son of Ged. Mark i. 
i. We have here no information of the beginning of the gospel dis- 
pensation, but are merely notificd of the beginning of the gospel /isto- 
ry. The beginning, or here begins, the gospe’, or evangelical history, 
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3. The baptifm of John was an inftitution entirely diftiné 
from Chriftian baptifm. 

As John’s miniftry was under the Mofaic Jaw, his baptifm be- 
longed alfo to the fame difpenfation. Both his miniltry and 
his baptifm were antecedent, and preparatory, to the Meffiah’s 
evangelical reign. His baptifm was.an extraordinary feal, by 
which, at an extraordinary crifis, the gracious covenant of 
God was confirmed with many; and by which the ancient 
difpenfation was confummated, and the way for the introduc- 
tion of the new difpenfation was prepared. Hence, when the 
evangelical difpenfation commenced, the preparatory inftitu- 
tion ceafed ; and thofe, who had received John’s baptif{m, were 
ara baptized in the name of the Lord Jefus.* 

. As it rete, baptifm particularly, the baptifm.of Chrif, 


r John, is nat tobe confidered as an example 
for his Eiones : 


Had 


of Fesus Christ. The evangelist oes not inform us, as some have sup- 
posed, that John’s ministry was the beginning of the gospel dispensa- 
‘tion; but merely informs us that he was about to write the gospel 
history. 
Thelaw and the prophets were until Fohn ; since that time the kingdom 
God is i goentinns and every man presseth into.it. And it is easier for 
eaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail. Luke xvi. 16, 
17. Ye had the law and the prophets until the coming of John, since 
whose time the kingdom of God is announced, and ‘every occupant en- 


-tereth it by force. But sooner shall heaven and earth perish, than 


one tittle of the law shall fail. Dr. Campbell’s translation. 
Before the coming of Juhn, the Jews :had all their Knowledge of 


: Christ and his Kingdom. from the Old Testament Scriptures, common- 
‘Ty, in Christ’s.time, called the Law and the Prophets. But when John 


came, the singdom of God, which, until then, had heen.represented as 
distant, was proclaimed as being at hand ; and all, who gave heed to 
the proclamation, felt it to be of the utmost importance to be in imme- 
diate readiness for the awful and gracious dispensation. Yet it.was 


_important to be understood, that not one tittle of the law was to fail ; 


not the Jeast part of the Old Testament Scriptures was to be made 
void, or of none effect.—It is no part of the design of this passage, any 


amore than of the foregoing, to inform when the gospel dispensation 
commenced. 


* Acts xix. 5. Christ baptized none; and the discipi¢s of Christ 


‘had no special commission from him to baptize, until after his resur- 
“rection. Like John they preached that the kingdom of heaven was at 


hand ; and like him. they baptized in confirmation. of the ancient cove- 
nant of God. But it was not until after the resurrection of their 
Lord, that they baptized under his special commission. 

If there was no provision, in the Mosaic law, for John’s baptism ; 
so there was none for several important institutions under David and 
Ezra; yet all those institutions were under the Mosaic dispensaticn. 
As those institutions were added by divine authority; so afterwards 
the baptism of John was added, by the same authority, and for a special 
purpose. 
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Had Chrift’s baptifm by John been intended as an example 
to his followers; furely he would not have waited until ail 
the people were baptized, before he came to receive baptifm. 

Chrift was made under the law, and was fubje& to all the 
inftitutions of that difpenfation. In conformity to the law he 
was circumcifed at eight days old; in conformity to the law 
he was prefented to the Lord in the temple ; in conformity to 
the law he attended the folemn feafts at Jerufalem; and in 
conformity to the law, he was baptizéd by John. His being 
baptized, therefore, is no more an example for his followers, 
than his being circumcifed, or his fubmitting to any other or- 
dinance of the ancient economy. Nay, his baptifm is, leaft of 
all his legal obfervances, to be regarded as an example for his 
people. : 

The baptifm of Chrift was an inaugural rite, by which he 
was publicly and regularly introduced imto his high and facred 
office, aS the great Prophet and High Prieft of our holy pro- 
feflion. But are we to follow Chrift in this particular? Are 
we to be baptized, as he was, in orderto a régular induétion 
into the high priefthood over the houfe of God! Is there not 
fomething fhocking, is there not fomething impious, in the 
very thought? Might we not as well think of dying upon the 
crois, as he did, to make atonement for a guilty world! 
By his baptifm he was ihtroduced into his high office, and by 
his death he made the atonement for which he was thus intro- 
duced ; and there is no more reafon why we fhould follow 
him in the one than in the other. 

The baptifm of Chrift was of an import very different from 
that of the baptifm, which he afterwards inftituted for his fol- 
lowers; and we are to be baptized, not in imitation of his éx- 
ample, but in obedience to his inflitution. 

In a general refpect, indeed, Chrift, in his baptifm, may be 
regarded as an example for his followers. For as he was ob- 
fervant of all the inftitutions of that difpenfation, under which 
he lived, and performed his miniltry ; fo it behoves us to be 
obfervant of all the inftitutions of the difpenfation, under which 
we live, and are to perform the duties of our refpective fta- 
tions. 

5. There is no evidence in the Scriptures that immerfion is 
the inftituted mode of Chriftian baptifm. 

As it was not by immerfion that Aaron and his fons were 
wathed, or baptized, by Mofes, at the time of ¢heir confecra- 
tion; fo there is every reafon to believe that it was not by im- 
merfion that Chrift was wafhed, or baptized, by John, at the 
time of dis confecration.* As Chrift was not baptized by im- 

s ogpelas ta merfion, 


«.” Mat. iii. 16, Out of the water, apo tou hudatos ; correctly, from the 
Water. 
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merfion, fo neither, as we may reafonably conclude, were any 
of the people, who went out to his baptifm.¢ But had John 
baptized by immerfion, ftill, as his baptifm was a fpecial infti- 
tution under the law, it could afford no evidence in favour of 
immerfion under the gofpel. But if John’s baptifm affords noe 
evidence, that immerfion is the inftituted mode of Chriftian 
baptifm, there is no fuch evidence to be found in the Scrip- 
tures. ‘he feripture evidence againft immerfion, and in fa- 
vour of affution, or fprinkling, is various and abundant. 

6. We may fee in what reSpec John was greater than any 
of the preceding prophets. 

John was divinely appointed to prepare the way for the 
Meffiah, and publicly to introduce him into his high afd facred 
office. ‘This was an honour greater than had ever been con- 
ferred on any who had gone before him. Before John, there- 
fore, among them that were born of women, there had-not arif- 
en a greater than he; neverthelefs, as he was a minilter under 
the legal difpenfation, the leaft prophet or minifter in the 
kingdom of heaven, or under the évangelical reign of the Mef- 
fiah, is greater, or has greater honour, than John. 

7. How important it is that the moft ferious attention of 
churches and profeflors fhould be called to the gracious cov- 
enant of God. 

Neceffary as it was, in the days of John the Baptift, that un- 
der a folemna impreffion of the covenant, the hearts of the fa- 
thers fhould be turned to the children, and the hearts of the 
children to their fathers ; is it not equally neceflary at the pref- 
ent day ? Have not our churehes awfully declined into the fame 
criminal negligence, and unipiritual fofmality in refpect to the 
covenant, with which the Jewifh church was chargeable ? Until 
a reformation take place in this all important particular, is it 
not to be expected, that the people made ready, prepared for 
the Lord, will be comparatively few? And in this view of the 
fubject, are not the zealous efforts, which are every where 
making, to do away the fcriptural ideas and impreflions of the 
covenant, moft deeply to be lamented, by all who are waiting 

for 


¢ John iii. 23. Much water there ; literally, many waters, streams, 
or rivulets there. Necessary for the convenience of the vast multi- 
tudes with their beasts, but not for the purpose of baptizing. 

¢ Acts viii. 38. Znto the water, eis to hudor ; properly tothe water.— 
Rom. vi. 4, and Col. ii. 12. Buried with him by baptism. When it 
shall be made to appear, that water baptism is the circumcision made 
without hands, is the crucifixion of the old man, and is mfallibly. con- 
nected with the faith of the operation of God and with newness of life; 
then, and not till then, may we suppose, that the baptism mentioned in 
these passages is water baptism. But even then it will not be proved, 
that immersion is the institated mode of Christian baptism. “See the 
passages in their connexion. 
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for the confolation of Ifrael? Is it not moft deeply to be la- 
mented, that fuch pains fhould be taken to turn the hearts of 
parents from their children, and the hearts of children from their 
parents ? | 

8. We are led ferioufly to confider the importance of a reg- 
ular introduétion into the facred miniftry. 

Chrift would not commence his public miniftry without a 
regular introduction. Ir secomertu us, faid he, To FULFIL ALL 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. He would carefully obferve the forms, 
which that difpenfation, under which he was to perform his 
miniftry, made neceflary to a regular induction into the facred 
office. And that he might be regularly inducted, John was 
fent before him, and was invelted with a fpecial commiffion. 
Should not this example of the great High Prieft of our holy 
profeffion folemnly admonifh all, who weuld haftily, irregular- 
ly, and prefumptuoufly thruft themfelves forward into the {a- 
cred miniftry ? And does it not fhew, in a very ftrong light, 
the culpable impropriety of encouraging and countenancing fuqh 
as wonld run before they are fent, and undertake to preach the 
gofpel, without a regular introduétion ? 

g. How important is the connexion between the Old Tefta- 
ment and the New. 

From a partial and diftorted view of John’s miniftry in the 
light only of the New Teftament, very erroneous coaclufions 
have been drawn. The cafe has been fimilar in refpe& to oth- 
er fubjects ; particularly fuch as relate to divine inftitutions. 
Rightly to underftand thefe fubjeéts, it is neceflary to view 
them in the united lights of both Teftaments. Many import- 
ant particulars are clearly ftated in the Old Teftament, which, 
in the New Teftament, are only alluded to as if already fufh- 
ciently underftood. Inftance particularly the inftitution of the 
Sabbath, the inftitution of the church of God, and the covenant 
relation of the children of the church to their parents. To fet 
afide, therefore, or to negle& the Old Teftament, as if it were 
obfolete, and of little or no ufe under the prefent difpenfation, 
jis to put out, or obfcure, a very eflential part of the light of 
revelation, and prefumptuonfly to incur the danger of endlefs 
wanderings in the thickening mazes of error. 


' SILVANUS. 
—<«: OD aa 


THE INFLUENCE OF THE SPIRIT. 


IT has often been remarked, and can hardly efcape the no- 
tice of the mott fuperficial obferver, that the facred writers fre- 
quently make ufe of natural objetts to illultrate the doctrines of 
religion. This mode of inftruétion exhibits the moft impor- 
No. 5. Vol. IV. Y tant 
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tant truths im. the moft pleafing light. There are very few, 
who do not need all the aid, that language can afford, in order 
fufficientiy to underitand the principles of religion. We may 
add, that thofe, who have a juli fenfe of the importance of thele 
principles, wili gratefully receive all the affitance that God 
has been pleafed to grant. 

Many of the doctrines revealed in the facred Scriptures, are 
very dithcult to be underitood. This is no reafon for rejecting 
them; but it fhould teach us to be unremitting in our attention 
to them, and cautious in our decifions, that we be not deceived. 
Among other truths, which are attended with difficulties, may 
be ieckoned that of the influence of the Holy Spirit on the 
heart. It is propoied at prefent to illuftrate this fentiment by 
making a few remarks on tome of thofe paflages, in which this 
influence is compared with the dew and the rain. 

When God would. make known the bleflings which he will 
beftow on his people, he fays, “ I will be as the dew unto Ifrael.” 
in confequence of this reviving influence, “ he fhal] grow as the 
lily, and caft forth his roots as Lebanon; his branches thal {fpread, 
and his beauty thall be as the olive tree.”* The efficacy of God’s 
word in accomplifhing his purpofes, is reprefented by the effect 
of rain on the earth and its productions. ‘ As the rain cometh 


‘down and the: {now from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 


watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give feed to the fower, and bread to the eater ; fo fhall my 
word be, that goeth forth out of my mouth.”+ To comfort 
the church. im her afflictions, God promifes that he “ will pour 
water, upon him that is thirfty,. and floods upon the dry 
ground.’’{. Ot that Prince, under whofe government “ the 


aighteous thall flourith, and abundance of peace, fo long as the 


moon endureth,”’ it is faid, “he thall come down like rain upon 
the mown grais; as fhowers that water the earth.” The 
fong, in which Motes fpeaks of the perfeétions of God, is intro- 
duced by the fame beautiful figure. * My doétrine fhall drop 
as the rain; my ipeech fhall diftil as the dew, as the fmail 
raim,upon the tender herb, and as the fhowers upon the grafs.”’q 

“Lhe propriety of illuttrating the influence of the Spirit by the 
rain and the dew, will be made evident by attending to fome 
circumftances of refemblance. 

In the firit place we may confider them both as the gifts of 
God. The heavens cannot of themfelves give rain; nor the 
clouds pour down fhowers. Though God makes ufe of means 
to convey this rich bleffing to men, yet it may ‘be confidered as 
his immediace gift. In beltowing it he is not governed by any 
invariable. laws, with which we are acquainted, fo as to make 

us 


_. ™ Hoseaxiv. 5,6. { Isaiah lv.10, 11. + Isaiah aliv. 3. 
enh | § Psalm Ixxu. 6,7. | Deut. xxxii. 2. 
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us as certain of it, as of the rifing of the fun, or of the regular re- 
turn of the feafons. The latter, becaufe they are conftantly en- 
joyed, we are not apt to cotifider as the gift of God ; we rather 
view them as neceflarily refulting from the eftablifhed courfe of 
nature; and we trace them no farther. The former is not 
granted conftantly or regularly: We fometimes feel the want 
of it; arid when our languifhing hopes are revived by a plenti- 
ful fupply, we more readily acknowledge the hand of God. 

In like manner the influence of the Holy Spirit is the imme- 
diate gift of God. We are dependent on him for the commut- 
nication of it; and we are acquainted with no eftablifhed rules, 
which he obferves in imparting this bleffing, and which cah 
render us fure of enjoying it. Unlike the favours which flow 
inceflantly, or return at regular intervals, it is one, which God 
has referved in his own power, to be given at fuch times and 
under fuch circumftances, as may convince us, that it is not 
fubje& to any iaw of nature. ? 

This leads us to obferve, in the fecond place, what has in- 
deed already been hinted, that there is a fimilarity in the a@ual 
diftribution of thefe benefits. We fee, that rain is not given 
equally to all. Some places have a rich fupply ; to others the 
blefling is imparted with a {paring hand ; while others are left 
entirely deftitute. God direés ‘the cloud where to unlade the 
choice treafures, with which fhe is ftored. So likewife the gift 
of the Holy Spirit is diftributed unequally with refpe& to rime 
and place. At one time a particular place enjoys copious effu- 
fions of divine influence ; at another, thefe fhowers of heaven- 
ly grace are withheld. Every one, who obferves the fruits of 
the Spirit, may perceive that they are dealt out in fuch a man- 
ner, that human fagacity can difcover no other reafon for the 
diftribution, except the fovereign pleafure of God. This fenti- 
ment is exprefled by our Saviour: “ I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of ‘heaven and earth, becanfe thou hatt hid thefe things 
from the wife and prudent, and haft revealed them unto babes ; 
even fo, Father, for fo it feemed good in thy fight.” 

We may remark, in the third place, the fimilarity in the ef- 
fects, produced by thefe gifts of God on the natural and moral 
world. Who need be told, that the rain and the dew refreth 
and invigorate the various productions of the earth? The huf- 
bandman well knows, that the moifture, communicated to the 
earth by fhowers, caufes ‘the feeds, which are fown, to {pring 
up, and grow, and bring forth fruit. Who has not feen the 
face of nature revived, the hills and valleys clothed in beautiful 
green after fruitful fhowers of rain? So in eonfequence of di- 
vine influence on the heart, the moral world affumes a new ap- 
pearance. ‘Then trées, which before were barren, or bore cor- 
rupt fruit, produce good fruit ; “fome an hundred fold, fome 
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fixty, and fome thirty.” Then thofe very means, which before 
were the occafion of greater corruption and wickednefs, are fa- 
vourable to the more plentiful production of the fruits of 
righteoufnefs. When God grants the fpecial influence of the 
Spirit, a remarkable change takes place in the difpofitions and 
actions of men. In thofe hearts, where malice, envy, hatred, 
pride, and other evil paffions reigned, are implanted and culti- 
vated thofe graces, which adorn the man, and conftitute the 


_Chriftian. How pleafing to him, whofe moral tafte is correct- 


ed and refined, is the view of this moral beauty. Perhaps it 
may admit of fome illuftration from the pleafure, which a man 
of refinement receives from the works of nature. 

We proceed to notice, in the fourth place, the fimilarity of 
the effects, which refult from the want of thefe bleflings. When 
rain is withholden, the fruits of the earth languifh, the flowers 
fade, the grafs withers ; the whole face of nature puts on a 
gloomy afpeét. So when the fpecial influence of the Spirit is 
not granted, religion decays ; moral deformity fucceeds ; ftu- 
pidity, folly, and vice prevail. 

The laft circumftance of refemblance, which we fhall men- 
tion, may be obferved in the manner of operation. Though 
we are convinced of the fact, yet it is difficult to explain the 
manner, in which the rain affords nourifhment to the various 
productions of the earth. This is a fecret procefs, which 
eludes our moft penetrating refearches; and bids defiance to 
our moft acute faculties. So it is in the influence of the Spir- 
it. The reality of the operation we have no reafon to doubt ; 
but there is fomething in the manner, which we are incapable 
of comprehending. Nor is this matter of farprife, fince we 
find fo many myfteries not only relating to fpirits,. but alfo to 
body, in its moft familiar properties. Let us admire the con. 
fummate wifdom of the Creator, whofe ways are unfearchable.; 


who governs all his creatures and all their actions, while they 
_enjoy all the liberty, neceflary for moral agents; who works 


in them both to will and to” do, while they work out their fal- 


‘vation. 


From the preceding remarks we may infer, that it is our 


duty to be thankful, that God is pleafed from time. to time to 


grant the influence of the Holy Spirit, which is fuch an inefti- 
mable blefling. We ought not to forget, that we are entirely 


-dependent on God; that he alone can change the hearts of 


finners, and bring them to fubmit to his righteous govern- 
ment. We fhould likewife remember that we are unworthy of 

this, as well as of every other favour, which God beftows. 
Chriftians, who have been the fubjeéts of gracious influence, 
are under peculiar obligations to God for this moft diftinguifh- ' 
ing gift, by which they are made heirs of his heavenly king- 
j dom, 




















1806.] Religious Happiness in Sickness. 18r 


dom. Let them be reminded of their duty to pray; that this 
important blefling may be imparted to others. Let them 
unite in their fupplications, that God would pour out his 
Spirit, and rain down righteoufnefs upon us. 

NESTEROS, 


= aE 


RELIGIOUS HAPPINESS IN SICKNESS. 
Extra& of a Letter from a Young Man to his Parents, dated, 


Col. Ramfay’s, near Knoxville, O08. 1803. 
Dear Parents, 


SINCE I laf wrote you, it has pleafed the Sovereign of all 
events to lay his hand heavily upon me, and reduce me 
very low. About the laf of July I was attacked with a vio- 
Jent lax, that in its progrefs alarmed me; and thinking the 
Cumberland waters might be the occafiou, I came over to this 
place, where I was cordially received by this worthy family, 
who can be rewarded amply by uim only, who notices every 
deed and thought of his creatures. 

I arrived here about the — of Auguft, and continued lin- 
gering until the firft of September, when a violent return of 
the diforder brought me to my bed, and for a few days it ap- 
peared that my days were nearly finifhed. But the ways of 
Providence are uniearchable; 1 recovered fo far as to leave 
my bed, and have continued fince in a weak and low ftate. 
I am reduced almoft to 4 fhadow. 

Thus, my dear parents, I have given you a brief ftatement 
of my bodily fituation ; it becometh me, therefore, to endea- 
‘vour to prepare your minds for the event, whether it be life or 
death. Your anxious minds will naturally forebode the wortt. 
Wortt, did I fay ? What can be worft? Can the determination 
of the Supreme Director of the univerfe, can the providence of 
God be deemed worfe? Oh! away with the idea. Heavenly 
Father, to thee I look, on thee I wait ; come life, come death. 
I feel my heart full, my dear parents. Oh I have fweet con- 
verfe with my God ofttimes, and though clouds and darknefs 
fometimes, yea, very often come over me, yet I truft I have 
that hope that the world cannet give, nor take away. I think 
I am willing to fubmit entirely to the will of my heavenly Par- 
ent; the idea of fubmiffion appears peculiarly pleafing. 

I again reiume my pen after an intermiffion of afew days; my - 
complaints as ufual ; bodily ftrength perhaps leffened. Ihave 
had fweet communion with my God; the blefled Redeemer 
appears, Oh how lovely ! Oh how benevolent! ‘The view over- 
whelms 








Saag Te’ ot 


ij 
H 


a 
Na 
i. 
& 
3 
(Nas 
we! 
» Bs 


Sc a oe 
. | 


‘18¢ Letters to the Young. - (Oct. 


whelm me ofttimes with an extafy that furpaffes defcription. 
But the heart is deceitful and wicked ; to deceive one’s felf in 
this point, how awful! The thought is mifery in the extreme. 
May God of his infinite mercy grant that I may not be left to 
deceive myfelf in a maiter of fuch infinite importance. 

Refleé not on yourfelves, my dear parents, that ye confented 
to my coming to this part of the country. The providence of 
God appears to me evident; it has fhown me the vanity of 
earthly purfuits; I think it has done much in preparing my 
mind for its prefent views. My heart bleeds for you, my be- 
loved parents, when I think of the anguifh, which will rend 
your tender and affectionate bofoms when you receive this ! 


But, * Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God,” 


believe alfo in his divine promife, that he will fanctify afflictions 
to his children, and they fhall work out an exceeding weight of 

lory. Separation from my parents and friends is very pain- 
Fal at this trying period ; but my heavenly Parent has, I hope, 
taught me refignation. Death ought not to appear fo diftrefs- 
ing to feparated friends. We have had our parting ; there 
was a hope that we fhould fee each other again on earth, but 
how uncertain this hope! In heaven, if we are bat renewed 
in the fpirit of our minds, we are fure to meet. Oh happy 
thought, my dear parents, to meet in heaven, where God, 
Chriit, angels, and {pirits of juft men made perfeé are ; whete 
our friends and relations of the holy kind are! Is not this a 
thought enough to make us cry out, Come, Lord Fefus, come 
quickly ! 

Intermiffion of three days. I am yet continued in life; 
the Lord Jefus has been pleafed to manifeft himfelf to me 
ina furprifing manner. Oh, what were my views when his 
Holy Spirit defcended into my heart with aftonifhing luftre! 
My views were more than tongue can exprefs, or heart con- 
ceive. Oh how did divine love and mercy appear to me; in- 
deed I thought myfelf juft entering the realms of glory. But 
I muft ftill wait—yes, merciful Saviour, I wait with patience 
thy divine will. I pray for fupport. I entreat thy everlafting 
arm to carry me through whatever affliction thou fhalt have 
in ftore for me. Oh for patience, for refignation ! ' 


LETTERS TO THE YOUNG. NO JV. 


(Continued from page 140.) 
Dear Youth, 
THE charaéter of our Creator is infinitely amiable and per- 


fe&. He feels right towards all his creatures, whether they 
fecl 
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feel right towards him or not. But what is our character? 
This is an inquiry, highly important to every one. It is ex- 
ceedingly interefting for all to know whether they are good or 
evil, whether they are the friends or the enemies of God. 
Without a knowledge of our own hearts we mult remain uncer- 
tain of the truth and neceflity of the gofpel ; particularly of its 
great and leading doétrines. Ignorance of the human heart 
leads to {peculative errors and infidelity. Ignorance of man’s 
moral character occafions moft of the difputes upori religious 
fubjects among profefled Chriftians. When their views of the 
haman heart are alike, they generally agree in explaining all 
the other great and fundamental truths of the Bible. 

Man was at firft created in the image of God, poffefled of a 
holy and happy exiltence, placed in Paradife and made to en- 
joy the moit familiar and friendly intercourfe with his benevo- 
lent Creator. How long he continued in this defirable fitua- 
tion we are not informed ; though probably not long, yet long 
enough to know the worth of his highly favoured fituation. 
He ioon loft his moral re&itude, became difobedient to the 
command of God, and brought death upon himfelf and his 
potterit y. 7 
~ In confequence of Adam’s fin in eating the forbidden fruit, 
all his deicendants begin their exiftence in fine They “ are 
eftranged from the womb ; they go attray as foon as they be 
born.” They are “ by nature children of wrath.” They are 
** called tranfgrefflors from the womb.” And remaining un- 
changed, they grow up entirely deftitute of goodnefs. “ here 
is none righteous ; no, not one ; there is none that underftand- 
eth ; there is none that feeketh after Ged. They are all gone 
out of the way; they are together become unprofitable ; there 
is none that doeth good ;. no, not one. The way of peace 
have they not known; there is no fear of God before their 
eyes.”” Hiltory, experience, and obfervation concur to prove, 
that the human race, in a natural ftate, poffefs no goodnefs ; 
that they have not the love of Ged in them; thac they have 
no affection, no regard for their Creator. 

They are reprefented in Scripture, not only as deftitute of good- 
nefs, but full of evil. The heart is deceitful above all things and 
deiperately wicked.” “ The imagination of the thought of the 
heart is only evil continually.” “The heart of the fons of 
men is fully fet in them to do evil. Madnefs is in their heart 
while they live; and the heart of the fons of men is full of 
evil.” The whole world lieth in wickednefs.”? ‘ Deftruction 
and mifery are in their ways, and their throat is an open fe- 
pulchre ; with their tongues they have ufed deceit ; the poifon 
of afps is under their lips. Now we know that what things 
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foever the law faith, it faith to them, that are under the law; 
that every mouth may be ftopped, and the whole world became 
guilty before God.” ‘The wickednefs of mankind confifts in 
thole affections, which regard felf as the fapreme and ultimate 
object, and all other beings in fubordination to this. Hence 
felt-love is the fum of all the wickednefs in the world. This 
enkindles the flames of war, promotes violence, caufes all the 
fraud, injuttice and cruelty among men. The felfifh being of 
courte hates all, who oppofe his views, and counteraét his de- 
figns. Hence God is the principal object of averfion and dif- 
like among mankind ; for he is infinitely and irreconcileably 
oppofed to all their contracted feelings and felfifh purfuits. 
We read, “ the carnal mind is enmity againft God ; for it is not 
fubjec&t to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” Men are 
daid to be “ enemies in their minds by wicked works.” They 
are enemies to the holy chara&er and amiable attributes of 
God. Hence they with to think God “altogether fuch an 
one as themielves.”” They are enemies to the decrees of God ; 
for they reply againft him and afk, “ Why doth he yet find 
fault ?’’ They -aré enemies to the law of God; fo that they 
difobey him, and fay in their hearts, “ We will not have him 
to reign over us.” They are enemies to the difpenfations of 
his holy and fovereign’ providence. Hence they murmur 
again{t him, think that he is a hard mafter, and that he might 
do much better than he does. | They are enemies to the knowl- 
edge of God ; they with not to be acquainted with, or to think 
much of him. Hence in their hearts they fay to him, “ De- 
part from us, for we defire not the knowledge of thy ways.” 
And this is the true reafon why you think of God fo little, in- 
quire after him fo little, and are fo infenfible of his univerfal 
pretence. ‘They are enemies to the call of God’s mercy in the 
gofpel; fo that “they make light of it.” They indeed per- 
veriely complain, that God is unmerciful in dooming fo many 
finners to hell; yet they ftubbornly refufe the richeft mercy, 
though freely offered them. They are enemies to God’s dear 
Son; they turn away from him, who fpeaketh from heaven ; 
they will not come unto him, that they may have life ; yea, 
they sate him without a caufe. They are enemies to the very 
life and being of God; they would be willing to have no 
God. Hence they take fo little pains to find out whether one 
does exift, and what he is; and even fay in their hearts, “ No 
God.” ‘They hate every thing that belongs to God. They 
are fuch enemies, that neither favours nor frowns will reclaim 
and reconcile them. Moreover, they are fo exceedingly wick- 
ed and ftupid, that they defpife the great God. They enter- 
tain low, and contemptible thoughts of him.. Hence it is that 
their minds are no more impreffed with the interefting truths, 


which 
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which God has revealed.» They have but little regard for his 
promifes; they but little efteem the good which he offers, 
though he himfelf is this good, They defpife his threats, and 
expeét to elude their execution. The language of their hearts 
is, * Thou wilt not require it.” They expect God will not do 
as he fays, nor inflict that dreadful punifhment, which he threat- 
ens.. They defpife the law of God, and violate its precepts 
with as much unconcern, as they would break a ftraw. They 
defpife the favours of divine providence, and think them not 
fo great as God ought to beftow; hence they are evil and un- 
thankful amidft God’s mercies. 

Men are not only enemies to God, but to each other, and to 
Bp lower animals. When their interefts clafh, how does their 

ity rife and their paffions boil ! | 

Thus the Bible and obfervation prove, that you, as a part of 
mankind, are by nature totally wicked and unfriendly to God. 
This eafily accounts for your neglect of the delightful duties of 
religion, your thoughtlefinefs ot futurity, and your want of 
love for your neighbours. And how inexcufable are fuch guilty 
creatures for their oppofition to a holy God ! 

God would be perfectly juft in dooming them to endlefs mif- 
ery. His patience appears wonderful in bearing fo long with 
them. His grace is great indeed to offer falvation to creatures 
who are his enemies. Will you not now become obedient and 
friendly to God? Do not perfift any longer in_ rebelling 
againtt him. How unfpeakably wicked it is to fight againit 
God; and how dreadful it will be to die in this flate of unequal 
hoftility ! If you now become obedient, all will be well with 
you; no palit wickednefs will prevent your pardon. “ Where- 
fore, turn yourfelves, and live ye; for why will ye die ?” 

3 AMATOR. 


REFLECTIONS ON HARVEST. 


THE time of harveft has ever been: regarded as a very. no- 
ticeable feafon.. By divine direction, under the Mofaic econo- 
my, it was celebrated with facred rites and folemn feftivals. 
All nations almoft have confidered it as a feafon too interefting 
to let pafs, without fome fpecial obfervances, either religious or 
_ convivial. Certainly it is a feafon, which, from dependent be- 
ifigs, demands fome grateful and particular notice. To this 
interefting feafon the following reflections may not be inap- 
pofite. : : | 7 

1. In harveft it is natural to refle&. on the divine wifdom 
and goodnefs, as difplayed in the economy of nature. BS 3 

Jehovah is the God of nature; afd ‘his will is nature’s ugiwer- . 
fallaw. The ordinances of heaven, the alternate fucceffian of. » 
No.5. Vol. IV. Ze day - 
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day and night, the order and regular viciflitude of the feafons, 
were eftablifhed by him. It was He who faid, While the earth 
remaineth, feed time and barveft, and cold and heat, and fummer and 
winter, and day and night, {hall not ceafe. And in this divine. ar- 
rangement, what admirable wifdom and benignity are difplayed. 

Had the laws of nature been fuch as to require the earth, in 
its annual courfe round the fun, to keep the fame parts con- 
ftantly expofed to the fun’s influence, the earth mult have been 
in great part, if not wholly, unproduétive, and uninhabitable. 
One hemifphere of it muft have remained in perpetual darknefs ; 
and of the hemifphere expofed to the fun, while the equatorial re- 
gions would have been fcorched'with intolerable heat, the regions 
near the poles would liave been fealed with perpetual froft, and 
covered with eternal fnow. No relieving interchange of day itd 
night, no alternations of heat and cold, no grateful fucceflion of 
feafons, would ever have been known ; neither days nor years 
would have marked off the intervals of time; and but a very 
fmall portion, if any, of the now beft regions of the earth 
would have been fit ‘for the refidence of man,. or even for the 
range of the-folitary beaft. 

Ought we not then to admire the divine widdom and good- 


 nefs in the prefent arrangements of nature, by which almoft the 


whole furface of the earth is rendered habitable, fruitful, and 
commodious ? Almoft all parts of the earth may now rejoice 
in the regular returns of light and darkne(fs, of fummer and 
winter, of feed time and Harveft. 

Gratefal, indeed, are the changes of the natural world. 
Each returning feafon brings with it, as it comes, its. peculiar 
teftimonials of divine benignity. Each returning feafon has its 
peculiar bufineffes and pleafures, objects of attention, and fub- 
jects for contemplation. If we are delighted with the flowery 
meads andthe melodious groves of {pring ; are we lefs pleafed 
with the ripened fields, and the mellowed orchards of autumn ? 
Is there not, indeed, a /omething, even in the fading beauties, 
and the falling leaves of the declining: year, which awakens the 
moft tender fenfations in the feeling heart, and the molt noble 
reflections in the contemplative mind? And has not winter, 
dreary as it is, its own peculiar advantages and pleafures?_ | 

If rightly improved, not a fcene, whieh the changing feafons 
introduce, is without its pleafure, nor without its utility. In 
all, the good man finds his God; and with his God, delight, 
as various as the varied f{cenes, which pafs in. fucceflion before 
him. ' 

The regular courfe of nature gives opportunity, moreover, 
for every purpofe, and for every work. And as. each feafon, 
in its turn, admonifhes to prepare for the next, attention is kept 
awake, and aétivity is kept alive. In all thefe refpects, the wil- 
dom and goodne(s of the great Author of nature are manifett. 

2. In 
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». Inthe feafon of harveft it is natural to refleét on our en- 
tire dependence on the God of nature, and of providence, for 
all which.we receive fo richly to enjoy. 

‘God lives in the whole vaft circle of nature. He lives in 
every bloflom, which opens to the fun, in every blade which 
fprings from the meadow, in every kernel which ripens in the 
field, and every apple .which mellows in the orchard; as well 
as in évery animal which crops the herbage, which {ports in the 
wave, and which flics m the air. Were He for a moment to 
withhold his quickening energy, ali. nature would mourn, .and 
droop, and languifh, and die. Not only does he caufe the 
clouds to give rain, and the fun to fhed down his genial influ- 
ence upon the earth ; but‘he alfo gives to the fun, and to the 
rain their effect, in caufing to fpring, and in bringing to matu- 
rity, the various produétions for man and beaft. Without him, 
not the moft feafonable fhower; nor the moft genial warmth 
could have the Jleaft efficacy to caufe the earth to yield her in- 
creafe, or the fruit trees.their fruit. Upon God, then, we are 
abfolutely dependent. | 

Who among the fons of men, who among the vanities of 
the Gentiles, can caufe the clouds to give rain,.or the fun to im- 
part his genial influence ? And even could they do this, who 
but the God of nature could give efficacy to the rain, and to the 
fun, to caufe the grafs to grow for the cattle, and corn for the 
fervice of man? Unlefs He fay, let the rain fall, let the fun 
fhine, and let the earth bring forth its various produions ; in 
vain do we plough, in vain do we fow, in vain do we expect the 
appointed weeks of harveft. The heavens over our heads will 
be brafs ; the earth under our feet will be iron; and the rain 
of our land will be powder and duft. The feed will rot under 
the clods, the grafs will wither to the roots ; the fields will be 
barren and defolate, and the whole land will languifh and 
mourn. : 

3. We areled to refle&t on the goodnefs of God in the annu- 
al bounties of his providence. 

None of the annual favours conferred apon us do we de- 
ferve. "We abufe the patience of God, his mercies we trample 
in the duft, the bounties of his providence we confume upon 
our lufts. Ju&ly might he leave us to pine away in our iniqui- 
ties, and utterly to perifh. Juftly might he feal up-the heavens 
that there fhould be no rain, and command the earth to yield 
no increafe ; until we were utterly famifhed from off the good 
Jand, which he has bounteoufly given us. Infinitely eafy were 
it, alfo, with him thusto do. Infinitely eafy were it with him, 
even in the midft of the faireft profpects, to blaft our hopes, 
and cut off our expectations. Were he only to fpeak the 
word, the worms, the mildew, or the fro&, would deftroy in 
one 
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one night, the whole hope of the year. Yet he deals not thus 
with us; he deals not thus with ourland. But from year to year 
he gives us the former and the latter rain in their feafon ; he 
commands the fun to fhed down his genial influences on the 
opening bofom of the earth; he caufes the grafs to grow in the 
meadows, and the corn to riper in the fields, and fills our 
hearts with food and gladnefs. _Notwithftanding all our in- 
gratitude, and all our provocations, he crowns the year with 
his goodnefs. Deeply at all times, and efpecially .in the time 
of harveft, ought this reflection to imprefs our hearts. 

4. It is fuitable to refle&, inthe time of harvelt, on.the dif- 
ferent cafe of thofe, who well improved their time in the {pring 
and the fummer, from that of thofe who did not. 

For every thing theres a time, and a feafon for every pur- | 
pofe under the fun. There is a time to fow the feed, as _ well 
as a time to gather in the harvelt. 

Though it be with God to caufe the earth. to yield 
her increafe and the trees their fruit, yet means are to be ufed 
on the part of men. . The ground mutt be tilled, the feed muft 
be fown, and the rifing grain mulft be attended with care ; or in 
vain does the hufbandman wait upon God fora barveft.._ He, 
therefore, who negleéts properly to till his ground, feafonably 
to fow his feed, or duly to attend his growing fields, muft not 
expect that in the time of harveft, he will have much to. re- 
ecive. And he who neither tills his ground at all, nor fows any 
feed, muft expect to receive nothing. To fuch an one, there- 
fore, the feafon of harveft mult be a feafon of fad reflection, 
and of bitter regret. While he fees the induftrious and pru- 
dent gathering in with joy, the plentiful produdts of their fields, 
he can only ftand by with folded hands, and vacant looks, and 
fruitlefs wifhes. While the induftrious and prudent, rejoicing 
in their well ftored granaries, can view the advances of winter 
without difmay, and even with pleafure ; the indolent and im- 
provident, having nothing to lay by them in ftore, muft quake 
at the falling leaf, and fhudder at every blaft. The feafon to 
fow is gone !—The leffon of wifdom is obvious. 

In refpect to every thing, almoft, there is a time to fow, anda 
time toreap. The feafon of youth is often, and very appofite- 
ly, compared to the feafon of fpring. It is the feed time of life. 
It is the feafon, in which the feeds of knowledge, of virtue, of 
piety, and of true happinefs fhould be fown. If this feafon be 
neglected, there is but little reafon to expect a good harveft in 
the autumn of life. 

The human mind is a field, or if you pleafe, a garden, 
which, that it may bring forth good fruit, requires the belt cul- 
tivation, and the moft affiduous care. The ground mutt be 
broken up, and well manured ; the deed muft_ he feafonably 

fown ; 
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fown ; and care mult be ufed that the feed be only good. Af- 
ter the feed is fown, great attention muft be given, that every 
noxious infect be deftroyed, and every {pringing weed eradicat- 
ed. A mind well cultivated and attended, promifes, by the 
bleffing of God, a rich harveft, in due time, of all that is ufeful, 
and ornamental, and happy ~ But the mind, which is left ina 
neglected and uncultivated ftate, is likely to bring forth little or 
no fruit, either fair or good, either pleafant or ufeful. 

Ye parents, who love your children, is there not here a leflon 
for you? Will you be attentive to your fields, your gardens, your 
fruit yards ; and will you neglect thofe minds, which are bound 
to you by the tendereft ties of nature, which are capable of 
endlefs improvement, and which, if properly attended to, may 
yield immortal fruit? You cannot endure the thought. Be it 
then yout care, that thofe opening minds have the belt cultiva- 
tion. Be it your concern, that they have early implanted in 
them the feeds, not only of ufeful knowledge, but of virtue alfo, 
and of true religion. If you wifh them, in due time, to yield a 
rich and plentiful harveft ; confider well how the prudent and 
fkilful hnfbandman manages his fields and his gardens. True, 
without the bleffing of. God, all your care and pains, will be of 
little avail. But are you more dependent upon God for the 
improvements, the virtues, or even the holy fruits of your chil- 
dren, than the hufbandman is for the various produ¢ts of his 
fields, which he gathers in the time of harveft? Yet who ever 
thought of negleting his field, or his garden, becaufe entirely 
dependent on God for the fruits, which he wifhes them to 
yield ? In the morning, then, fow thy feed, and at evening with- 
hold not thine hand, for thou knoweft not which {hall profper, 
whether this or that. 

And you, dear youth, let the confideration imprefs your 
minds, that the prefent is with you the feed time of life. Con- 
fider of what infinite importance to you is the good.and feafon- 
able cultivation of your minds and your hearts. Be deeply 
concerned to have fown in them, early, the feeds of ufeful 
knowledge, of virtue, of true religion, and of. immortal happi- 
nefs and glory. Look in the time of harvelt to the field or the 
garden, which has been left neglected, and uncultivated ; and be 
admonifhed of what is of the utmoft importance for you in the 
prefent interefting feafon of your lives. 

5. In the time of harveft, it is fuitable to reflect on our own 
unfruitfulnefs, under divine cultivation. : 

The world of mankind is a field of which God is the hufband- 
man. Upon this great field, upon this part of it efpecially, the 
divine Hufbandman hath beftowed unwearied care, and the 
moft liberal cultivation. With refpeét to our nation, may he not 
fay, J have a vineyard ina very fruitful bill; I have fenced it and 
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gathered out the flones thereof ; have planted it with the choice vine, 
have built a tower in the midfl of it, and alfo made a wine prefs there- 
in. Has he not planted us in a good land? Has he not fhow- 
ered down upon us the bounties of his providence in liberal pro- 
fufion? Has he not favoured us with the moft precious inftitu- 
tions, civil and religious ? Has he not let down to us from heav- 
en the light of revelationwith all its glorious radiance? Has 
he not fent unto us_ his fervants, rifing up early and fending 
them, to admonilh us of our duty, to warn us of our danger, 
and to guide us in the way of our highef& dignity and intereft ? 
And has he not, from time to time, favoured us gracioufly 
with the benign influerices of his Spirit? In a word, may he 
not fay of us, What could have been done more to my vineyard, than 
I have done init? Aud fkall he have occafion to add, Wherefore, 
then, when I looked that it fhould bring forth grapes, brought it forth 
wild grapes ! Under all this divine cultivation fhall we be un- 
fruitful? Shall we bring forth only the grapes of Sodom and the 
cluftersof Gomorrah? While the earth produces abundantly both 
feed for the fower, and bread for the eater ; while the beaft bows 
his neck in obedience to our will, and is fubmiffively fubfervient 
to our convenience and happinefs ; while all nature moves in 
conformity to the laws of its original eftablifhment: Shall 
man, the moft favoured of this lower creation—man, for whofe 
purpofes all things move in their regular courfes—man, upon 
whom the God of nature and of grace has beltowed the moft 
abundant cultivation ;—fhall man alone refufe obedience to the 


_ laws of Heaven, and yield no fruit unto praife, and honour, and 


glory! Bluth, guilty man, at this! The whole creation up- 
braids thee with the blackeft ingratitude, and the moft crimin- 
al perverfity. Hear, O heavens ; and give ear, O earth; for the 
Lord hath fpoken: I have nourifhed and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled againf{ me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the afs 
his mafler’s crib ; but Ifrael doth not know, my people doth not confider. 

6. In the time of harvett, it is fuitable to reflect on the man- 
ner, in which we are to difpofe of the various bounties of Prov- 
idence, eommitted to our hands. 

Has God, in his providence, given you a competency for 
yourfelves and your families? ‘Then be therewith content. 
Enjoy with gratitude, and improve for the glory of your boun- 
teous Benefactor. While you feel independent on your fellow 
men for a comfortable fubfiftence ; while you feel no anxious 
concern for what you fhall eat, or what you fhall drink, or 
wherewithal you fhall be clothed ; forget not, O never forget, 
from whofe liberal and gracious hand you have received all 
thefe. As it becomes good ftewards, manage with prudence 
and frugality, that nothing be loft. Make yourfelves and 
your familics comfortable and happy ; and banifh difcontent 

and 














1806. | . Reflections on Harvest. 1g 


and repining from your doors. And remember, that as you 
may be thus exempt from. worldly anxieties and embarrail- 
ments, you mdy be in a fituation to ferve God, in all the vari- 
ous duties of life, and of religion, without diltraction. 

Has a2 bountiful Providence given you enough and to /pare ? 
Then your duty as ftewards is enhanced. For in addition to 
all which has now been inculcated, you have the care of well 
managing the furplufage of your ftores. And what will you 
do'with this ? Shall it fill you with anxiety left you fhould not 
difpofe of it to the greateft profit to yourfelves ; without any 
regard to the welfare and happinefs of thofe around you? Be 
entreated to remember, that God has not made you flewards of 
his bounty, that you fhould deal it out upon ufury. He has 
not given you a furplufage of ftores that he might give you an 
advantage to grind the fd of the poor. But a wo is pro- - 
nounced upon every one, who jn this way, joins houfe to houle, 
and lays field to field ! 

By replenifhing your ftore-houfes with fuperabundant fup- 
plies, God has put it into your power to imitate him _ in the be- 
néficence of his providence. He has put it into your power to 
difcharge fome of the nobleft and moft delightful offices of hu- 
man life Doubtlefs you are ftill to manage with prudence 
and frugality. Bunt how you can do the moft good, and on 
the whole contribute moft to promote individual and general 
well being, in the difpofal of what you can well fpare, thould 
be your great concern and inquiry. 

Ye rick in this world’s goods; ye, who live in competency, 
and riot in plenty ; look round upon the world, and let your 
hearts melt with tender fympathy, and your hands open with 
generous liberality. The winteris faftapproaching. Already 
do the diftreffed poor ftand trembling at the northern blaft, and 
the ftormy fky ! Have you the feelings of Chriftians? Have 
you the feelings of men? If fo; then I need fay no more: 
For the iberas devifeth liberal things, and by liberal things 
fhall he ftand * But O, forget not thofe who are deftitute of 
the privileges of the gofpel, and are perifhing for lack of 
knowledge ! 

7.. In the time of harveft, we are naturally led to reflect on 
the fading and unfubftantial nature of all terreftrial good. 

The harveft may, indeed, be plentiful;. but how foon may 
all the fruits of the field, and all our earthly goods, be gone. 
- They are liable to’a thoufand difafters. The vermin may de- 
vour, andthe fire may confume. The moth may corrupt, and 
the thief may break through-and fteal. . Nay, beforé you can 
have time to enjoy the bounties of providence, committed to 

our hands; you yourfelves may be gcne to be here no more 
rever, This very night your fouls may be required; as 
. whofe 
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“whofe then thall all thefe things be ? Even fhould you live to 
“enjoy them for years, it is not in them to make you happy 


here y-muchlefs to enfure your happinefs hereafter. They 
are, indeed, good things, to be received with thank{giving, and 
to be improved for the divine glory. But they aré not the true 
riches, which will laf through all changes, and endure unto 
eternal life. 

Hear then the injunétion of the benevolent Saviour. ~ Lay 
not up for yourfelves treafurés on the earth, where the moth 
and the ruft corrupt, and where thieves break through and 
fteal. But lay up for yourfelves treafures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor ruft doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 


‘break through nor fteal. Heéarken to this kind injunction, and 
‘the harvett, which is from year to year gathered in from the earth, 


will be to you but a faint, though pleafing emblem of that glori- 
ous and never failing harveft, which ere long you fhall gather in 
the everlafting kingdom of God. As the beauties of nature 
are fading around you, as the withered leaf is falling from the 
tree, and the earth is lofing’its richés and glory ; fo fades the 
life of man, and all his fqblunary honours and pleafures. O 
children of mortaljty, lean not upon life. Lean not upon the 
world; .it will certainly fink under you, and bury you in its 
ruins, Turn penitently to the crofs ; fet your hope in God ; 
and feek for glory, for honour, and immortality. 

8. Weare naturally led at this interefting feafon to reflec& 
on the great and univerfal harveft of the world, which is rapid- 


‘ly approaching, » 


As the world is a great field, of which God is the hufband- 
man, the end of the world, as Chrift has informed us, ‘is to be 
a time of general harvett. During the fummer, the tares and 


‘the wheat grow together in the fame field. They fpring from 


the fame fertiie foil ; they are warmed by the eke genial fun- 
fhint.. They are refrefhed by the fame kindly fhowers. © The 


‘fame.means which ripen the one for the ftore-houfe, ripens. the 


oes poy! yile fife. For at the time of harveft a feparation is 
ade ; ‘aad ijone but.the wheat, none*but the good prodnéicns 

of the field ate-relerved for honourable ule. 
Thus i it will be, alfoy with thé great field: of the world. The 
divine Hufbandman has faidy “Let both the’ tares. and the wheat 
grow together until the* hare: if. And the fame bléGng of Heaven, 


the. fauttie difpenfations of providence,’ which fete’ as’mearis to 
ripen the one, ferve-alfo asmeans ti ripen thé? other. God 
ee ‘makeglehis funy to rife’ on the evil and’ om the good, and féndeth 
* “raincom the wnjult aswell as onthe jut. The wicked as well 


as the tighteous are favoured with’ the bounties of his _provi- 
“dence; gin with the privileges of his gofpel ; andiby thefé are 
om both brought forward to: maturity 5 but for very different 

| ends. 
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ends. For in the time of harveft the divine Hufbandman will 
fay to the reapers, Gather fir the tares and bind them in bundles to 
burn them ; pA gather the wheat into my barn. The angels fball 
come forth, and fever the wicked from the ju; and fball caft the 
wicked into the furnace of fire ;. there fhall be wailing and gnafbing of 
teeth. ‘This will-be a folemn harveft indeed. How important 
thatiwe be well prepared for it. What we do we mutt do 
quickly ; for the end of all things is atvhand. 
SILVANUS. 
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EMINENT WITNESSES’ TO EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION. 


: (Continued from p. 143.) 
iy py ts NO. 1X. 
| LADY JANE GREY.* 
Born about A.D. 1537 Beheaded 1554. 
T HE charaéter of this lady was, if poffible, more extraor- 
dinary than that,of the preceding prince. She was mif- 

trefs of the learned languages and philofophy. Plato was her 
favourite author, whom fhe read in the original. And fhe had 
fo great a contempt for worldly grandeur, that fhe accepted 
the crown, after the young king’s death, with more reluctancy 
than fhe afterwards refigned it, even though fhe could not but 
fufpect her life muft follow. | Indeed fhe was made the unhap- 
py téol’' of her ambitious parents, and was facrificed to ftate 
policy. VOR 3s 

Two days before her execution, queen Mary fent Mr. Feck- 
énham to convert her to Popery ; but flie was evidently more 
than ‘his’ ‘match both at Scripture and argument. So ‘fhe dif: 
miffed’‘him with this benevolent wifh: “I pray God in the 
bowels of'his mercy to fend*you the Holy Spirit ; for he hath 
given you a great gift of utterance, if it pleafed him alf¢ to 
open the eyes of your heart.” 

Previous to her death fhe wrote feveral letters ; one (av 
fevere one) to Mr. Harding, who had been her father’s chap- 
lain, but turned with the tide ; one to her father, the duke of 
Suffolk ; and one in Greek to her fifter, lady Catherine, at the 
end of a Greek teftament, which the fent to her the night be- 
fore fhe fuffered; in this fhe expreffes the greateft fortitude, 
aud everi joy, at her approaching end ; exhorting her fifter to 
follow her example. As touching my death (fays the) rejoice 


{BGs Martyrs, Vol. I1I.’.Walpole’s Roy. and Noble Auth. Vol. I. 
and Dr. Gibbon’s Mem. of Illust. Women, Vol. I. 
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as I do, good fifter, that I fhall be delivered of this corruption 
and put on an incorruption :) for { am aflured that I fhall, for 
lofing of a mortal life win.one that is immortal, joyful, and 
everlafting ; the which 1 pray God grant you in his mott 
bleffed hour, and.fend you his all-faving ¢race to live in his 
fear and to die in the new Chriftian faith ; from the which, in 
God’s name, J exhort you that you never hyresve, neither for 
ho of life, nor for fear*of death.”’ 

morning on which fhe fuffered the gave an jndonae of 
uncommon fortitude, in decliming an interview with her huf- 
band, the Lord Guildford Dudley, who fuffered jult before 
her ; obferving, it might difcompofe them, and would be un- 
neceflary, as they would fhortly, meet in a better world. On 
the fcaffold fhe protefted the innocency of her intentions, 
which mdeed no one. doubted, and called upon the {pectators 
to witnefs that fhe died, hoping for falvation by no other 
means, than the mercy of God through the atoning facrifice 
of his only Son Jefus Chrift ; and lamenting only that her life 
had not been more {fpiritual ‘and divine, at the fame time re- 
joicing im her TAERRORCNS happineis. 


NO. X, 
SIR F. WALSINGHAM.* 
Born A. D. 1500. Died 1590." 


THIS gentleman was employed by the great queen Eliza- 
beth,: Gris as ambaflador to France, and afterwards as fecretary 
of Rate. He is ‘efteemed “one of the moft: complete and em- 
inent ftatefmen this country ever produced.” 

. This extraordidary man, near the clofe of his days, in a Jet- 
ter to the great and excellent Burleigh, then lord treafurer, 
writes thus—* “Ve have lived enough, my lord, ‘to our country, 

ve our fovereign, and to our fortunes’: it is high time we begin 
to live to ourlelves,, and to our God. In the multitude of af- 
fairs ‘that have paffed through our hands, there mult be fome 
mifcarriages, fo waieh ‘a whole. ‘Kingdom cannot ‘make our 

ace. 

Pr rhis ferious frat gave occafion to fome court droll to vifit, 
and try to divert his melancholy, as it was termed; but he re- 

ved him in the following very emphatic language—“ Ahi 
tai d he) while we laugh, all things are ferious round about 
us. God is feriouws, who exercifeth fuch patience towards us : 
Chrift is ferious, who fhed his blood for us ; the Holy Ghott is 
ferious, who ftriveth'againft the obftinacy of our hearts:..... 
the whole creation is ferious, in ferving God and us: all that 
are in heaven and in bell, are {erious: and fhall a man, that 
hath one foot i in his grave, rie and Jau hi - 

avs wt ¢ To continued. } | MISSIONS 
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MISSIONS IN INDIA. 


HE Rev.-Charles Buchanan, A. M. Vice Provolt of the 
college*of Fort William, has lately publifhed a memoir 
concerning ec¢lefiaftical eftablifhments in India; which contains 
“much curious and valuable information. The fubje@ is no 
lefs' than that of givmg Chriftianity, and with it civilization, 
‘to myriads of human beings, now funk in the groffeft igno- 
rance, arid abafed bythe moit atrocious fuperftitions. For the 
‘promotion of this obje&, Mr. B. divides his tract into ‘three 
principal parts; the firit relates to the care and prefervation of 
the Chriftian faith among his own countrymen fettled in India : 
the f{econd treats of the pradicability of civilizing and con- 
verting the natives; and the third fates the progrefs already 
‘made in that civilization, and inthe planting of Chriftianity. 
Under each of thefe heads is contained many articles which de- 
ferve ithe attention of every perfon anxious to promote the pro- 
gtefs of the Redeemer’s kingdom ; and which furnifh motives 
for encouragement for miflionary men to proceed in their 
labours :—The following facts are ftated in the dedication. ‘ 
-® New fources of information on all Oriential fubjedéts, have 
been opened by the College of Fort William in Bengal. Thofe 
perions, who have held official fituations in that inftitution 
during the laft four years, have had conftant opportunities of 
obferving the condu@, and of learning the opinions, of the moft 
intelligent natives. ‘There are attached to the college, at this 
time, upwards of one hundred learned men, who have arrived 
from different parts of India, Perfia, and Arabia. In fuch’an 
aflemblage, the manners and cuftoms of remote regions are 
_ diftin@tly defcribed ; and their varying fentiments, religious 
and political, may be accurately inveftigated and compared. 
“Of the learned Hindoos, who have been employed as 
teachers, there were lately two from the Decan, who profefs 
the Chriltian faith; and comport themfelves. according to 
Cbriftian manners. Two Proteftant miffionaries have alfo 
been‘ attached to the inftitution; one of whom is leéturer in 
the! Bengalee and Shanfcrit department ; and has been for many 
. years employed.in preaching in the Bengalee language to the 
natives in the north of Hindooftan. ‘The other is a teacher of 
the Tamul or Malabar language; and has decn long attached 
» tO. a-miflion in the fouth of the Peninfula. 
_*- More defirable: means of obtaining accurate and original 
. dtelligence could not have been prefented to any one, who wifhed 
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to inveftigate the ftate of the natives of India, with a view to 
their moral and religious improvement. 

‘‘ Under the aufpices of Marquis Wellefley, who, by favour 
of Providence, now prefides in the government of India, a ver- 
fion of the Holy Scriptures may be expected, not in one lan- 
guage alone, but in feven of the Oriental tongues; in the Hin- 
dooftanee, Perfian, Chinefe, and Malay; Oriffa, Mahratta, and 
Bengalefe ; of which the four former are the primary and pop- 
ular languages of the continent and ifles of Afia. . . 

“In the centre of the Pagan world, and at the chief feat of 
fuperftition and idolatry,.thefe works are carried on; and,the 
unconverted natives affift in the tranflations. The gofpels have 
already been tranflated into the. Perfian, Hindooftanee, Mah- 
ratta, Orifla, and Malay languages ; and the whole Scriptures 
have been tranflated into the Bengalee language. _ One edition 
of the Bengalee Bible has been diftributed amongft the natives 5 
and a fecond isin the prefs for their ufe.. A verfion of the 
Scriptures in the Chinefe language (the language of three hua- 

_dred millions of men). has alfo been sale oy and a portion 
of the work is already, printed off.” : 

The fecond divifion of this memoir, treating of the ,practi- 
eability of civilizing and chriftianizing the natives of Hindoftan, 
will be read with increafing intereft, The following are fome 
of his abfervations on this fubjed. | eptos't 

“ To civilize the Hindoos will be confidered, by moft'men, 
our duty ; but is it practicable? and.if. practicable, would it.be . 
confiftent with a wife policy ? It has been alleged by, fome, that 
no dire& means ought to be ufed for. the moral improvement . 
of the natives; and it is not confidered liberal or politic to dif- 
turb their fuperftitions, . 

“Whether we ufe direé& means or not, their fuperiftitions will 
be diflurbed under the influence of Britifh civilization. But we 
ought firft to obferve that there are multitudes, who have: no 
faith at all. Neither Hindoos nor Muffulmans, outcafts, from 
every, faith ; they are of themfelves fit objects for our benefi- 
cence. Subjects of the Britifh empire, they feek a caft and a 
religion, and claim from a juft government the franchife of a 
human creature. : 

“And as to thofe, who have a faith, that faith, we aver, will 
be diftarbed, whether we wifh it or not, under the influence of 
Britifh principles: this is a truth, confirmed by experience, 
Their prejudices weaken daily in every European fettlement. 
Their fanguinary rites cannot now bear the noonday of Englith 
obfervation : and the intelligent among them are afhamed to 
confefs the abfurd principles of their own cafts. As for ex- 
treme delicacy towards the fuperftitions of the Hindoos, they 
underftand it not. Their ignorance and apathy are fo ale te 
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that no méans of inftruction will give them ferious offence, ex- 
cept pofitive violence.”* 

The moral ftate of the Hindoos is reprefented as being ftill 
worfe than that of the Mahometans. Thofe, who have had the 
beft. opportunities of knowing them, and who have known 
them for the longeft time, concur in declaring, that neither. 
truth, nor honefty, honour, gratitude, nor charity, is to be found 

ure in the brealt of a Hindoo. How can it be otherwife? 
The Hindoo children have no moral infrudion. If the inhabi- 
tants of the Britifh ifles had no moral inftrugtion, would they 
je moral? The Hindoos have no moral dooks. What branch 
of their mythology has not more of falfehood and vice in it, 
than of truth and virtue ? They have no moral gods. The rob- 
ber and the proftitute lift up their hands with the infant and 
the'prieft, before an horrible idol of clay painted red, deformed 
and difgufting as the vices, which are praétifed before it.+ 

“You will fometimeés hear it faid, that the Hindoos area 
mild and paffive people. ‘They have apathy rather than mild- 
nefs; their habitude of mind is, perhaps, their chief negative 
virtue. They are a race of men of weak bodily frame, and 
they have a mind conformed to it, timid and abje¢t in the ex- 
treme. They are paffive enough to receive any vicious im- 
preffion. The Englifh government found it neceffary lately to 
enact a law againft parents facrificing their own children. In 
the courfe of the Jaft fix months, one-hundred and fixteen wo- 
men were burnt alive with the bodies of their deceafed huf- 
‘bands within thirty miles round Calcutta, the moft civilized 
quarter of Bengal.¢ But, independently of their fuperftitious 
prattices, they are defcribed by competent judges as being of a 
{pirit vindictive and mercilefs ; exhibiting iefelf at times ina 
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. © 6 The Christian missionary is always followed by crowds of the 
common people, who listen with great pleasure to the disputation be- 
tween. him and the Brahmins ; and are not a little amused when the 
Brahmins depart, and appoint another day for the discussion. The 
people sometimes bring back the Brahmins by constramt, and urge 
them to the contest again.” 

+ “The Hindoo superstition has been denominated lascivious and 
bloody. That it is bloody, is manifest from the daily instances of the 
female sacrifice, and of the commission of sanguinary or painful rites. 
The ground of the former epithet may be discovered in the description 
of their religious ceremonies : ‘ There is in most sects a right-handed 
or decent path ; and a left-handed or indecent mode of worship.’ 

“See Essay on the Religious Ceremonies of the Brahmins, by H. 
T. Golebrooke, Esq. Asiat. Res. vol. vii. p. 231. . That) such a princi- 
ple should have been admitted as systematic into any religion on earth, 
may be.considered as the last effort of mental depravity in the imven- 
tion of a Superstition to blind the understaitding and to corrupt the 
Atart.” ; 
$ “ From April to October, 1804.” 
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rape and infatuation, which is without example among any oth 
er people.’’* | " 
«‘No-trath has been more clearly demonftrated than this, 
that the communication of Chriftian inftruction to the na- 
tives of India is eafy; and that the benefits of that in 
ftruction, civil as well as: moral, will be ineftimable ; whether 
we confider the happinefs diffufed among fo many millions, or 
their confequent attachment to our government, or the advaij- 
tages refulting from ithe introduction of the civilized arts. 
Every thing that can brighten the hope or animate the policy 
of a virtuous people, organizing a new empire, and feeking the 
moft rational means under the favour of Heaven, to enfure its 
perpetuity ; every confideration, we aver, would perfuade us to 
diffufe the bleflings of Chriftian knowledge among our Indian 
fubjecs.” Affemb. Mag. 


+e 


Extra& of a Letier from Amos Pettengill, Miffionary from the New 
Hampfbire Miffionary Society, dated CornweH, Fuly 20, 1806, 
to his Friendin Salem, N. H. | : 


- 46th inft. I recroffed the lake, and rode to Cornwell, 
where there is a great reformation. Surely the Lord is. dif- 
playing the wonders of his grace in this town; infidels dare 
not deny it. There is no noife, but few tears, not the leaft ap- 

pearance 


* “Lord Teignmouth, while: President of the Asiatic Society .in 
Bengal, delivered a discourse,-in- which he. illustrated the revengeful 
and pitiless spirit of the Hindoos, by instances, which had come with- 
im his own knowledge while resident at Benares. 

‘In. 1791, Soodishter Meer, a. Brahmin, having refused to obey’a 
summons issued by a civil officer, a force. was sent to compel obedi- 
ence. ‘o intimidate them, or to satiate a spirit of revenge in himself, 
he sacrificed one of his own family. On their approaching his house, 
he cut off the head of his deceased son’s widow and threw it out. 

“In 1793, a Brahmin, named Balloo, had a. quarrel with a man 
about a field, and by way of revenging himself on this man, he killed 
his own Gaughter. ‘I became angry, said he, and enraged at his for- 
bidding me to plough the field, and bringing my own little:daughtet 
ry who was only a‘year and a half old, I killed her with my 
sword. 

“* About the same time, an act of matricide was perpetrated by two 
Brahmins, Beechuk and Adher. These two men conceiving them- 
selves to have been injured by some persons in a certain village, they 
brought their mother to an adjacent rivulet, and calling aloud torthe 
people of the village, ‘ Beechuk drew his scymetar, and, at one stroke, 
severed his mother’s head from the body ; with the professed view, as 
avowed both by parent and son, that the mother’s spirit might forever 
haunt those, who had injured them.’ Asiat. Res. vol. iv. p. 337. 

* Would not the principles of the Christian religion be a good sub- 
stitute for the principles of these Brahmins of the provinee of Benares ? 

“Tt will, perhaps, be observed, that these’ are but imdividuwal in- 
stances. True: butthey prove all that is required. Is ‘there any oth- 


er barbarous nation on earth, which can exhibit such instances !” 
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pearance of enthufiafin, but calm folemnity is manifeft in every 
part of the town. About fixty have given ftriking evidence of 
a faving change of heart, and great numbers are under deep 
conviction. . They do notiappear to be afraid of hell, but have 
an awful fenfe oftheir depravity, and are convinced, that they 
are in the hand of God, as clay in the hand of a potter. 
Saturday I vilited. a lawyer, who had been oppoied to the doc- 
trings of grace. .He now has the mott exalted view of the 
truth and importance of thefe doétrines. 

“© The Lord has feen fit to confine Mr. Bufhael, the minifter 
of this place, with ficknefs, and to. fhow that he can carry on 
his. work without him. The people. meet almolt every day. 
There are about forty men in this town, who can pray in pub- 
lie with great propriety. The work is increafing. 

“There is likewife a great revival ia Middlebury, the town 
adjoining. It appears among all clafles, but efpecially among 
the firft clafs. ‘The impreffion is felt in the college. The 
Prefident is not alhamed to contend earneftly for the faith once 
delivercd to the faints. 

“Indeed, Sir, there have been, within five years, feveral re- 
frefhing fhowers of grace between the Green Mountains and 
the lake. Here is an extent of fettlement one hundred and 
fifty miles from north to fouth, and: about twenty-five miles 
wide. In this are twenty-eight ordained Congregational min- 
iftersy who with their churches are all united in the great doc- 
trines of the gofpel. The following. is nearly a corre ftate- 
ment of the additions, which have been made to the churches 
within five years. 


Bennington 100 ‘Manchefter 30 - Ruport. | £00 

Dorfet 70 / Tinmoath § 30 Rutland 130 

' Caftletown . 30 Benion.. 150 Brandon... 30 

Pittsford 140 Corawell 60 Bridport. .7o 

Addifon 30 Waybridge 40 _ Newhaven 40 
Middlebury 150 Georgia 30 

Total 1230 


“ Befides thefe, there have been feveral new churches formed, 
which have had confiderable additions. Church difcipline is 
very ftrit. The half way covenant is entirely. fet afide. 
Should a church member perfift in denying any of the doc- 
trines of grace, or in neglect of any known duty, he would be 
excommunicated.” ap 


—— 


ORDINATIONS. 


Orxpainap, at Ipfwich, to the paftoral care of the firfi 
church and fociety in that town, Rev. Davin Tenny Kimpace. 
Rev. Mr. Abbot, of Beverly, introduced the folemnities of the 


day 











200 Poetry. { Oct. 


day by an appropriate addrefs to the auditory; Rev. Mr. Ea- 
ton, of Boxford, made the introduatory prayer; ‘Rev. Mr. Al- 
len, of Bradford, preached from 1 Cor. xii. 91. “ But covet 
carneftly the beft gifts ; and yet foow I unto you a more excellent 
way.’ The charge was given by the Rev. Dr. Cutler; of 
Hamilton ; the fellowfhip of the churches, by the Rev. Dr. 
Dana, of Ipfwich; and the Rev. Mr. Whitaker, of Sharon, 
made the concluding prayer. ‘The weather was very pleaf- 
ant; and harmony and’ good order remarkably prevailed 
through the day. 3 

Ar Union, 24th ult. Rev. Henry True. Sermon from 
z Cor. v. 20, by the Rev. Mr. Packard, of Wifcaffet ; charge 
by the Rev. Dr. Cutler, of Hamilton. shied 7 

At Utica, N. Y. Revs Amos G. Baldwin tothe gofpel min- 
iftry at the Epifcopal church. 


DEDICATION. 


Tue new meeting houfe of the firft fociety in Newbury 
was dedicated on the 17th ult. , 


OBITUARY. 


Disp, at Killingfly, Con. Mrs. Elizabeth, confort of the 
Rev. G. Johnfon, aged 31. 

At Albany, on the rrth ult. Rev. John .N. Meier, minifter 
of the Reformed Dutch church in the city of Schenectady, 
a 2. ’ 24 / 
ee advent, on thea6th ult. Hon. William Patterfon, one 
of the affociate Judges of the Supreme Court of the United 


States. 
—————aggp CD Ge -- 


jPoetrp. 
GAIETY. 


WHOM call we gay ? That honour has been long 
The boaft of mere pretenders tothe name. 
The innocent are gay ... | | 

But fave me from the gaiety of thofe, 

Whofe head-achs nail them to a noon-day bed ; 
And fave me too from theirs, whofe haggard eyes 
Flafh defperation, and betray their pangs 

For property ftripp’d off by cruel chance ; 

From gaiety that fills the bones with pain, 
The mouth with blafphemy, Fe Maa 088 oy eg 
Cowper, 


$ 


| tented 
- 


SI 





